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Breaking the Chains of Poverty through Education and Formation 

 

 

Dear Friends, Volunteers, and Supporters, 

 

We welcome and invite you to join us in service to the people of Guatemala by becoming a 

volunteer with one or more of the dozens of GODõS CHILD Project-sponsored health, education, 

orphan-care, human rights, and community development, health programs in Central America.  

 

See first-hand how La Asociacion Nuestros Ahijados and the other GODõS CHILD Project-

networked programs work hand -in-hand to alleviate the suffering of thousands of our poorest 

brothers and sisters in Central America.  At the same time, you will learn about and live among 

the regionõs unique Maya-Latina culture.  

 

Part of your trip will be spent working on simple, yet life -changing home-improvement projects 

such as simple homes, pouring concrete floors in shacks (to reduce illness and infection), or laying 

water pipes along a mountainside trail.  No construction experience or Spanish is necessary (even 

though a willingness to get dirty and serve is).    

 

A volunteer experience provides you the opportunity to change lives by taking part in 

meaningful volunteer-centered cultural immersion. For travelers interested in gaining a realistic 

sense of life in Guatemala, optional excursions are part of each volunteer experience:  

 

¶ Visit Lake Atitlan, one of the most beautiful lakes in the world surrounded by towering 

volcanoes and vibrant Indian villages 
¶ Visit Chichicastenango, a centuries old Indian highland pueblo with one of the best 

outdoor traditional arts and crafts markets in Central America 
¶ Explore the history, traditions, and opportunities to  purchase native handicrafts from 

around the country  
¶ Explore ancient and mysterious pyramids in Iximche and Tikal in the northern tropical 

jungles of El Petén 
 

Our children and staff look forward to having you with us. On the following pages, you will find  

the International Volunteer Guidebook. This Guidebook will help coordinate your entire 

planning process, answer any questions you may have, and provide you with the history and 

policies of our program. Please read it over to its entirety. All information is necessary for 

everyone to read.  

 

We look forward to having you join us in serving the people of Guatemala!  
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History of The GODõS CHILD Project/La Asociaci·n Nuestros Ahijados 

 

 

n July of 1983, The GODõs CHILD Project Founder Patrick Atkinson was asked to go to 

Guatemala, Central America, to temporarily direct an orphanage whoõs executive director 

needed a break from the stress and danger of those violent times.  Atkinsonõs appointment as 

orphanage direct soon became permanent and he spent the next seven years pioneering health, 

educational and childcare centers in Guatemala, Mexico, Honduras, and Panama, as well as 

directing and participating in human rights efforts in El Salvador, Colombia, and Haiti. 

 

Unfortunately, after Patrick Atkinsonõs return to the United States, care for these children 

deteriorated to the point where many of the adolescents now found th emselves homeless with 

no support.  In 1989, letters began to arrive asking for help.  One boy, in particular, wrote, 

òPatrick, you were like a father to us and we loved having you here before, but now is when we 

need you the most.  If you come back, we promise not to steal from you anymore.ó 

 

The decisions to return to Guatemala and begin what was believed to be a short-term, immediate 

care program was made in November of 1990.  The name, The GODõS CHILD Project, was 

chosen because Patrick was the godfather to so many of these initial children who were his 

godchildren through baptism, confirmation or by request.  The new charityõs organizational plan 

was very simple: to care for 35 or so of the neediest children for three years while these children 

finished growing up.  More and more children, however, kept coming.  

 

On March 8
th
, 1996, a 21,000 square foot piece of property that had formerly been used as a 

public garbage dump was purchased in the San Felipe district of Antigua, Guatemala.  

Development on thi s property began in 1997 and several adjoining pieces have been purchased 

since then.  This San Felipe property is the home of The DREAMER Center, the educational, 

healthcare, and community center for La Asociacion Nuestros Ajihados, and many public regional 

activities and self-help groups.   

 

 

 

 

 

òTell Me, Iõll Forget 

 

Show Me, Iõll Remember 

 

Involve Me, Iõll Understandó 

 

-Chinese Proverb 

 

 

I 
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 LA REPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA 

 

Guatemala, the History 

Centuries before Christopher Columbus even thought about coming to the Americas, the Mayan 

civilization had already flourished in Guatemala. The Mayans left indelible traces of their 

extraordinary astronomical, medical, and scientific knowledge. 

 

The Mayan civilization flourished until it began to decline in the  12th century. It finally collapsed 

completely under the brutal treatment of the Spanish conquerors in the early 16th century. 

Modern Guatemala is filled with the ruin s and remnants of its glorious Mayan past: temples, huge 

stone carvings, tombs, sacrificial sites, and private and public museums all attest to the grandeur 

of this national heritage. 

 

With the arrival of the Spanish conquerors in the early 16th century, Guatemala became the administrative 

capital for most of Central America. She was granted independence along with Mexico from Spain in 1821 

but soon seceded from Mexico and, along with other Central American countries, established the United 

Provinces of Central America. This federation collapsed in 1839 and Guatemala became autonomous and 

independent. 

 

Guatemala, the Country 

The main center for La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados is located in Antigua, Sacatepéquez, once 

the colonial center of Central America. Antigua, with its population of 35,000, has a large 

American expatriate community and in recent years has become a major destination for Spanish 

students and tourists. The hazard of spending too much time in Antigua is that one begins to 

think all of Guatemala is like this. It is important for volunteers to venture away from Antigua 

and Guatemala City to experience the òrealó Guatemala. 

 

Location: Lying between Mexico (to the North), El Salvador (to the South), Honduras and 50 

miles of Caribbean coastline (to the east), and over 200 miles of Pacific Ocean coastline (to the 

west).  

 

Weather: The average annual temperature is around 75 degrees F (20 degrees C). In the coastal 

regions the temperature regularly reaches 100 degrees F (37 degrees C). In the highlands it can 

drop to freezing. Because of the overall high altitude of Guatemala, in general the nights are 

quite cool year round. In the Central Highlands (where Antigua is located), the rainy season lasts 

from April to November while on the coast lands there may be rainfall year -round. 
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Land: Guatemalaõs central mountain mass divides the country into 

two systems: the Sierra Madres, which runs along the Pacific 

Ocean, and the Cuchumatanes Range, which crosses the middle of 

the country East to West and runs into the Caribbean Sea. 

 

Another feature that dominates the Guatemalan landscape is its 

active network of more than 30 volcanoes, 85% of which are still 

active. This highly active volcanic field has produced several 

devastating and fatal earthquakes, the last of which was in 1991. 

 

Natural disasters have plagued this tiny country with volcanic 

eruptions, floods, and heavy earthquakes throughout the centuries. 

Mild earthquakes and tremors are so common that they are 

accepted as a part of everyday life.  Heavier earthquakes continue 

to cause fear and panic, especially among those living in mud 

adobe huts (where casualties are usually the highest). 

 

The worst recorded natural disaster to strike the Western Hemisphere occurred in Guatemala on 

February 4th, 1976, when an earthquake registering 7.5 on the Richter scale struck at 3 a.m. This 

quake lasted a devastating 20 seconds and sent shock waves as far north as Kansas and as far 

South as Costa Rica. The most accurate count available is that more than one million people were 

left homeless, 23,000 were killed, and 77,000 were injured. An exact number will never be 

known since entire mountain villages disappeared beneath crumbling mountains and whole 

sections of slum neighborhoods slid into open gulches. Many of the children cared for and 

educated by La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados lost parents, siblings, or other relatives during this 

1976 earthquake. 

 

Guatemala, the Economy 

Cash Crops: Coffee is the major contributor to the economy of Guatemala and is grown on 

shade-covered hillsides throughout the Central and Upper Highlands. Other basic agricultural 

crops are cotton, cocoa, corn, beans, bananas, sugarcane, vegetables, flowers and fruits. 

 

Tourism: In recent years, tourism has come into play as a very important source of national 

income; it is now the second highest source of foreign exchange for the country. 

 

Agriculture: Although industry is rapidly establishing a wide base within Guatemala, agriculture 

still employs about 50% of the nationõs workers. Very few of these workers, however, actually 

own the land that they work on and those that do are often unable to produce enough food to 

live on.  

 

Income & Unemployment : Guatemalaõs annual per capita income is about $1,000USD. This 

figure is misleading, though, since a rural farmer may earn less than $100USD a year. 

Unemployment is estimated at 20% nationwide and underemployment is as high as 65%. 
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Currency: The Guatemalan currency is the Quetzal and is named after the 

beautiful, long-tailed bird of the Ancient Mayans rumored to carry special 

mystical powers. The quetzal bird is now exceptionally rare, and lives mostly in 

the Coban region of Guatemala and a few parts of the Andes. 

 

Guatemala, the People  

Overview:  Guatemala is Central Americaõs most varied and densely populated country.    

Guatemala is a nation rich in Mayan indigenous culture.  Weavings, traditional dress, native 

languages, and unique religious ceremonies all stand witness to the social wealth of this nation.  

 

Nationalities: About eighty percent of the Guatemalan populat ion is indigenous descendants of 

the Mayan people.  Mestizos, a name given to people whose ethnic background is a blending of 

Spanish and Mayan peoples, make up the largest portion of this population.  There are also 

twenty -two ethnic groups, the descendants of the original Mayan Indians, most of whom live in 

remote mountain villages and keep the cultural heritage of their ancestors.  On the Caribbean 

coast there is a large enclave of people whose origins lie in Africa and whose descendants escaped 

from Hai tian slavery.  A very small percentage of the population is comprised of pure Spanish 

and other nationalities. 

 

Dress: The local tipica (the native clothing of 

Guatemala worn by the Guatemalan Mayan 

people) is among the most beautiful in the world. 

It is woven in traditional Mayan weaves, is 

intricately embroidered with individual family 

history, and varies in color and pattern from 

village to village. Guatemalans love fiestas and 

celebrate them with music and color at every 

opportunity.  

 

The non-Mayans of Guatemala, as well as many 

of the Mayans who have settled in the urban 

areas of the nationõs larger cities, use the same 

types of clothing that are used in North America and Europe. 

 

Language: Though Spanish is the official language, variations of 23 local Mayan languages are 

spoken. While the Mayan languages were formally and aggressively discouraged by the Spanish 

conquerors, missionaries, and later Latino governments, there is now an official effort to renew 

and preserve each of these dialects. La Asociaci·n Nuestros Ahijados and The GODõS CHILD 

Project actively support these efforts. 

 

Religion: Religion is a very important part of Guatemala life with Roman Catholicism and 

Protestantism being the dominant religions. Many of the Mayans and Latinos continue to 

worship centuries old Mayan nature gods. These beliefs may involve the use of colors, the 

burning of different candles, the quiet and not-so-quiet invocations of certain names or spirits, 
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and a rigid following of ceremony.  

 

Living Conditions: Living conditions for Guatemalaõs 

rural poor or those who live in the urban slums are too 

difficult for most people to imagine. In the countryside, 

their one room shacks are usually made from cane or corn 

stalks lashed vertically together. Other shacks are made of 

unreinforced hard-packed mud bricks called adobe. The 

floors are hard-packed dirt and the roofs may be covered 

with palm branches, grass, or pieces of tin, plastic, or scrap 

wood.  

 

The Overseas Development Council, which measures the 

quality of l ife in countries on a scale of 1 to 100, lists the physical quality of life in Guatemala at 

53 (the United States is rated at 96). 

 

Life Expectancy: The life expectancy in Guatemala is just 71 years (as compared to 79 years in 

the United States). Eight out of every 100 children die in their infancy. Poor nutrition coupled 

with poor sanitary conditions result in parasite-caused diarrhea which is the main cause of infant 

mortality.  

 

Health:  Most of the nationõs modern medical facilities are centered in four of the largest cities. 

Pneumonia, measles, whooping cough, tuberculosis, polio, and bronchitis are often fatal diseases 

in Guatemala. AIDS and HIV are rapidly spreading diseases due to the nationõs policy of legalized 

prostitution.  

 

Poor sanitary conditions nationwide have led to the current cholera and dengue epidemics which 

periodically sweep the nation. These problems are aggravated by shortages of clean water; the 

same water is often used to drink, cook, wash in, and flush latrines before being allowed to 

continue its flow downstre am where it is used once again. 

 

Nutrition:  The average nutritional intake is about 2,000 

calories per day with carbohydrates comprising 80% of these 

calories and proteins only about 10%. The average diet is 

usually quite deficient in vitamin A and r iboflavin, both of 

which are essential for growth and resistance to disease. There 

is a great lack of the animal protein normally needed for 

healthy growth. Remember....these are the national averages. 

The personal diet of the very poor (among whom La 

Asociación Nuestros Ahijados works) is much worse.

 

The rural Guatemalan lives on a diet of corn and black beans.  Fruit is rarely available except 

where it is grown, and is almost never found in isolated rural and mountain villages.  Milk, rice, 

bread, and green vegetables are luxuries that the poor can very seldom afford. 
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Guatemala, the Typical Family 

Marriage: Couples who get married must have a civil ceremony performed for the marriage to 

be considered legal. If they wish, the couple may also have a religious ceremony performed in a 

church. It is very common for couples to live together and raise a family without having been 

married in an official ceremony. Such common-law couples are referred to in legal terms as 

òunidos.ó 

 

Names: As a general rule, most Guatemalans have four names: two first names and two last 

names, i.e. Juan Carlos Sanchez Morales. The first last name (Sanchez) comes from the father and 

the second last name (Morales) comes from the mother. If a child has only one last name, it is the 

motherõs and this would result from the father not being listed on the birth certificate. 

 

Family Unit:  While the family is considered the most 

important part of life in Guatemala, the families served by 

La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados lack the intact family 

structure of both parents and their children; the fathers are 

almost always absent. Some of these fathers are dead or 

have disappeared, others have abandoned their families, 

and still others are alcoholics and abusive. Some of the 

mothers are prostitutes (which is legal in Guatemala). On 

rare occasion, the mother has taken her children and 

abandoned an abusive husband.   

 

Children: The children we work with often live in an extended family unit, which may include 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, and the motherõs new husband or boyfriend. Some children live with 

kind strangers who have taken them off the streets. 

 

Gender Roles: Gender roles in Guatemala are clearly 

defined among the different Mayan and Latino sub-cultures, 

and a sense of machismo (strong or aggressive masculine 

pride) is pervasive. This tradition is slowly beginning to 

change, however, and in many intact families, men and 

women share equally in making decisions as well as share the 

responsibilities for the home and family. 

 

    Generally, however, women in Guatemala carry the heavier     

    burden among the families. This can be clearly seen within the families that La Asociación Nuestros    

    Ahijados works with; it is the women who will keep the family together by their abilities to manage  

    complicated situations. Most woman find some type of employment such as selling tortillas, taking  

    in laundry, working in hotels or acting as maids in the homes of the wealthy. Patrick Atkinson uses  

    realistic tongue-in-cheek humor when he describes Guatemala as òa paternalistic country run by  

    womenó. 
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Guatemala, the Education System 

The Guatemalan education system can be broken down into the following divisions: 

 

Parvulos ð nursery school, one year 

Kinder ð kindergarten, one year 

Primaria ð elementary school, grades one through six 

Básico ð junior high; grades seven through nine 

Diversificado ð high school/junior college; grades ten through twelve.  It is at the Diversificado 

level that many degrees are obtained, i.e. accountant, computer programmer, school teacher, 

nurse, etc 

Universidád ð university, generally five years 

 

 

The education system consists of public and private institutions. òColegioó is the term used for private 

schools. The private schools are more expensive to attend, but they do not necessarily provide a 

superior education to a public school, especially at the primaria and básico levels. 

 

All schools, public and private, charge school fees and require students to purchase uniforms, 

textbooks, and supplies. As a result, the cost of education, even in ôfreeõ pubic school is prohibitive to 

many.  In addition, many extremely poor families recognize the additional cost of the childõs time, and 

keep the child from attending school so that they can instead invest their time in collecting firewood, 

begging on the streets, collecting tin cans, etc. 

 

In general the school year runs from January through October. The children attend school half days, 

some attend in the morning and others in the afternoon. 

 

In some rural and urban areas, the quality of education 

offered to the children is shockingly poor. In these areas, 

assigned teachers are often far from their homes and 

families and itõs understood theyõll take Fridays off to 

travel home and Mondays off to travel back to school.  

 

Public school teachers are generally well-paid, lower 

middle-class public employees. As a body they are 

politically powerful with specific issues. They enjoy 

health, retirement, and vacation benefits that private 

school teachers donõt have. 

 

The Projectõs school year also runs from January through October, with an additional optional school 

vacation, or reinforcement, school during October and November.    

 

With the exception of residential and essential services, the entire Project in Central America closes 

down during December so that staff can take their annual vacation time, and families can work 

together to make and sell home crafts for the Christmas season. 
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Specialized Schools: La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados sends many of its students to a specialized 

accelerated education school in Antigua called Centro Escolar San Jose. This school was co-founded 

and directed by Patrick Atkinson during the 1980's and early 1990õs, and was founded to help poor 

children catch-up with their pe ers academically. Recognizing the level of poverty of its student 

population base, it was established with no requirements for school fees, uniforms, or paid lunches or 

textbooks, and all children were welcomed.  

 

Like most of The GODõS CHILD Project and Asociaciᴚón Nuestros schools, Centro Escolar San  Jose is 

recognized and accredited by the Ministry of Education and is qualified to pass students two academic 

years in one calendar year. Centro Escolar San Jose was financed in its entirety by La Asociación 

Nuestros Ahijados until September of 1995 when it was made an official government school. 

 

La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados finances and supports the Hermano Pedro Special School for 

physically and mentally challenged children from very poor families.  

 

Escuela Publica Lic. Patricio Atkinson is an attention-focused public grade school in Chiquimulia, 

targeted specifically for the children of transient sugar cane cutters and the informal industries that 

support these transient workers. 

 

ORGANIZING AN INDIVIDUAL VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE 

 

Volunteer Requirements: 

¶ Age 21 or older 

¶ Age 18-20 require an interview in person or via phone by US staff 

¶ Motivated by a desire to serve others 

¶ Self-sufficient, mature, and flexible 

¶ In good health 

¶ The ability to speak Spanish is useful for some of the roles the volunteers perform and is 

necessary for others. Volunteers with advanced Spanish skills usually spend time working 

directly w ith the families and children.  

 

Application Process: 

Submit a completed application and request to US office including areas of interest, strengths, and 

special skills. There is an administration fee once your plans are confirmed. This fee is non-refundable. 

If you are interested in being a Long-Term 2 year volunteer, please specify in your request for further 

information  

 

Transportation: 

We can help arrange for private shuttle pickup to and from the airport. This fee is $35 USD for up to 3  

people, each way, paid directly to your driver.  

 

Room and Board: 

The Asociacion Nuestros Ahjiados can place volunteers with a local host family. This arrangement  

includes lodging and 3 meals a day (except Sundays). This costs $11 USD/day per person, paid directly  

to your host family.    the space for you. 
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INDI VIDUAL  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  

 

There are several ways for an Individual Volunteer  to put his or her talents to good use in Guatemala. 

Listed below are the various centers and clinics an individual volunteer  can help out at as well as other 

opportunities t o utilize your gifts.   

 

 

 

 

 

The Dreamer Center 

 

Our Dreamer Center provides an education for 200 

students. All of these students come from an extreme 

poverty, and the mission of our school is to break that 

vicious cycle through education for future generations.  

Volunteers at the school can do a variety of activities 

such as crafts with the kids, reading to them, teaching 

English, assisting teachings in the classrooms, serving 

them breakfast and lunch, and more. 

Requirements: Conversational level of Spanish to be 

able to interact with the children and te achers in the 

classroom. No Spanish is required for teaching English 

or working on the projects in the library. TEFL helpful.  

 The Scheel Center 

 

Our technical and vocational school for children ages 10 

and older. Many of the 120 students currently enrolled 

come from troubled backgrounds, including 

participation in gangs and drugs. After fulfilling the 

initial objective of educating the children (there are 

several accelerated classes), the school also offers many 

other services for the children including classes in 

carpentry, physical education, art, cooking, and 

computer skills, and typing. Nutritious meals, health 

care, and psychological care are also provided.  

 

Volunteers at The Scheel Center can participate in a 

number of different activities including crafts with the 

kids, assisting teachers in the classrooms, aiding our 

carpentry program, helping kitchen staff prepare and 

serve meals, organizing physical activities, 

administrative work, and assisting the Director with 

specific side projects.  

 

Requirements: Conversational level of Spanish to be 

able to interact with the children and teachers in the 

classrooms. There are other areas which do not require 

a lot of Spanish, just a desire to help children.  

 

 

Albergue Santa Madre 

 

The local homeless shelter provides a temporary 

refuge for children and adults requiring alternative 

living arrangements and is open 3 nights a week. This 

program provides a warm meal, a safe place to sleep, 

and a place to shower every night. Nuestros Ahijados 

also sponsors a rehab clinic and will provide free 

transportation and services for those in need.  

Volunteers are needed to help plate food and serve it 

to the members in the shelter. You are welcome to 

interact with the people and children, all the while 

encouraging them.  

Requirements: Spanish is not required.  

 

Casa Jackson 

 

This is our center for malnourished infants and young 

children up to 5 years old. Casa Jackson is a 24-hour 

hospital that focuses on treatment of the babies as well 

as education on malnutrition and support to families 

and communities.  

Volunteers are constantly needed to provide direct 

care to our recovering children. There is a direct 

correlation between stimulation and weight gain, and 

because of this one of our most important positions is 

that of Hugger and Holder. Volunteers help with the 

feeding, bathing, and changing of diapers, as well as 

with the general maintenance of the house.  

Requirements: Just a love and compassion for the 

children. Spanish is not necessary, since the most 

important form of communication is non -verbal.  

 

 



 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**These are the main areas where volunteers are needed, but not the only areas. We always welcome 

your individual interests and talents. 

The Atkinson Family Clinics 

 

The main facility provides free health and dental care to 

children and families participating in the Project as well 

as for members of the community.  

Volunteers help organize the pharmacy, work directly 

with the patients, and accompany our teams into the 

communities when there are planned field clinics.  

Requirements: Must have a license and an advanced 

level of Spanish. 

 

 

Psychological Clinic 

 

This department offers free psychological support to 

the children and families participating in the Project, 

including one-on-one therapy and group therapy. 

Our psychologist also runs weekly òMotherõs Clubó 

meetings with 500 participants, who receive talks on 

basic life skills, self-esteem, learning new crafts, etc.  

Volunteers assist our psychologist in therapy sessions, 

work with small groups of women, and help organize 

weekly meetings with the Motherõs Club.  

Requirements: To provide therapy, you must be  

fluent in Spanish and fully licensed. To help with the 

Motherõs Club, Spanish is not required, but highly 

recommended. A license is not required to work with 

the Motherõs Club. 

 

The Social Work Department 

 

The guias (social workers) conduct home visits to 

families participating in the Project. The social work 

department coordinates food and clothing drives and 

assists with disaster relief efforts when necessary, 

including a fresh vegetable distribution every Friday at 

The Dreamer Center.  

Volunteers accompany social workers on home visits 

and help hand out vegetables at the food distribution to 

several hundred mothers.  

Requirements: Spanish is not required, but helpful to 

understand conversation between our social workers 

and families. You will be walking a lot during visits. It is 

good to carry about Q10 -Q15 in small bills/coins to 

cover bus rides. 

 
Administration 

 

Nuestros Ahijados has many administrative 

departments including scholarship, sponsorship 

(Padrinos), accounting, grants, volunteer 

coordination, and many more.  

Volunteers can help with the data-input, organization, 

internet research, filing, paperwork, journalism, etc. 

within our departments. There are also continuous 

projects to help find media/press contacts and 

organize fundraisers. There are always many 

translation projects.  

Requirements: Knowledge of Microsoft, Excel, and 

other mediums used. Must be fluent in Spanish and 

English if helping with translation.  

 

 

Gardening/Construction 

 

If you want to get your hands dirty, there are plenty 

of projects to be done around The Dreamer Center as 

well as at other connected locations in Antigua.  

Volunteers help with building, painting, and 

gardening projects.  

Requirements: Good physical health.  
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COSTS AND FINANCES  

 

Below are the costs you should configure into your planning. 

 

Registration Fee. A $145 USD per person, non-refundable, non-transferable registration fee is 

required to reserve your dates, no later than 2 months prior to your planned departure. $100.00USD  

of this deposit covers the administrative, coordination, and up-front expenses incurred by The GODõS  

CHILD Project and La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados, your application and background check fee, and  

orientation. $45USD of this deposit is the cost of mandatory international i nsurance coverage for 14  

days. It will cost an additional $2.16USD per day for international insurance if you stay more than 14  

days in Guatemala.  

 

International Travelers Insurance. Each volunteer is automatically enrolled with an international  

health and medical evacuation insurance program. This enrollment is mandatory since many, if not  

most, stateside insurance programs will not cover you if you become ill or injured while overseas.   

Your $145 registration fee covers up to 14 days of coverage, including the days of arrival and  

departure.  It does not include any days you may personally decide to ôadd-onõ before or after your  

ServiceTeam Experience.  If you plan to come early or stay longer, we STRONGLY recommend you  

purchase additional insurance coverage, and if you ask we can help you to obtain that coverage. You  

are required to review your ServiceTeam-provided insurance coverage to decide if you believe it is  

sufficient, or if you would like to acquire additional, indepen dent insurance coverage. The GODõS  

CHILD Project and La Asociación Nuestros Ahijados act only as registration agents for this insurance  

program, and are not responsible for any claims, filings, reimbursements, future communications or  

interactions between you or any ServiceTeam participant, group or leader, and any insurance company  

or health care provider. 

 

Host Family: If you decide to stay with a with a pre -selected, well-regarded Guatemalan host family 

provided by Asociación Nuestros Ahijados, you will pay $11 USD per day directly to the family, in  

Quetzals. This includes 3 meals a day except Sundays, as this is our host familiesõ day off. You are  

expected to provide for your own meals or eat out at a restaurant on Sundays. You will also be  

provided with a large starter bottle of purified water (Agua Pura) to drink and brush your teeth with at  

your hostõs home.  Additional water is available for purchase.   

 

Airport Transfer: A $35 USD fee will get you transportation one way from th e airport for up to 

three people. You will pay this directly to your driver in USD or Quetzals.  

  

International Airfare: Each volunteer is expected to coordinate their own airfare to Guatemala 

International Airport.  

 

Pocket Money:  We are frequently asked what someone should bring for pocket money.  While this  

naturally varies from person to person, we feel comfor table recommending that about $15 per day be  

budgeted per person for non-craft expenses such as snacks and additional bottled water.   

 

Special Options Excursions: Zip Lining, Tikal National Park, Pacific Beach, etc.  (See The Special  

Options Excursions Listings section). 
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All costs are planned to meet actual expenses. Neither The GODõS CHILD Project nor La Asociaci·n 

Nuestros Ahijados make any money from your trip.  We are grateful for your act of love for the poor 

children, and see our role in making this volunteer experience available to you as a continuation of 

our vocation.  

 

Note Regarding Tax Credit and Tax Letters: 

 

Project auditors and accountants have notified us that receipts for donations made to The GODõS 

CHILD Project can only be issued to the direct donor of the check.  This means that if you make a 

donation intended for Guatemala to, say, Good Heart School, then only Good Heart School can 

extend a receipt to you for this donation.  If Good Heart School donations a collection of individual 

donations to The GODõS CHILD Project, then The GODõS CHILD Project can only extend a receipt to 

Good Heart School and not to each individual donor.  If you want to receive a rece ipt from The 

GODõS CHILD Project then you need to make your donation direct to The GODõS CHILD Project.  

Please check with your tax advisor as we do not give out tax advice.  Any questions on this please do 

not hesitate to ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


